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A  Curious  C  ateciiism 


MANY  excellent  things  have  been  lately  pablisW 
concerning  the  present  scarcity  of  provisions;  anW 
many  causes  have  been  assigned  for  it.    But  is  not 
something  wanting  in  most  of  those  publications  ?  One 
writer  assigns  one  cause ;  another  one  pr  two  more, 
and  strongly  insists  upon  them  ;  but  who  has  assigned  j 
all  the  causes  that  manifestly  concur  to  produce  this  | 
meiancholy  effect,  at  the  same  time  pointing  out  ho^v 
each  particular  cause  affects  the  price  of  each  particu 
laf  sort  of  provisioa  ? 

I  would  willingly  offer,  to  candid  and  benevole 
men,  a  few  hints  on  this  important  suSject ;  proposi| 
a  few  questions,  and  adding  to  each  w»hat  seems  to  1 
plain  and  direct  answers. 

1.  I  ask,  first,  Why  are  thousands  of  people  st^r 
ing,  perishing  for  want,  in  every  part  of  the  united  | 
kingdom  ?  The  fact  1  know :  I  have  seen  it  with  mjl 
eyes,  in  every  corner  of  the  land,  1  have  k^own  those 
who  could  only  afford  to  eat  a  little  coarse  food  eve^j 
other  day.    I  have  known  one  picking  up  stinkinjj 
sprats  from  a  dunghill,  and  carrying  them  home  for 
herself  and  her  children,    I  have  knovrn  another  ga^l 
thering  the  bones  which  the  dogs  had  left  in  the  streets 
and  making  broth  of  them  to  prolong  a  wretchedjife ! 
Such  is  the  case  at  this  day,  of  multitudes  of  people^ 
in  a  la,nd  flowing  witfc  milk  and  .  honey  1  abounding 
with  all  the  necessaries,  the  cenveniences,  the  super, 
iuities  oflife  1  -      :  a  .  . 

Now  why  is  this?  Why  have  ail  these  nothing  to 
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eat  ?  Because  they  have  nothing  to  do.  They  have  no 
meat,  because  they  have  no  work* 

2.  But  why  have  they'rto  work  ?  Why  ure  so  many 
thou?an'J  people  in  Scotland,  England,  and  Ireland, 
in  every  count}^  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the 
other,  utterly  destitute  of  employment. 

Because  the  persons  who  used  to  employ  them  can- 
not afforc  to.  do  it  any  longer.  Many  who  employed 
fifty  men,  now  scarce  employ  ten  ,  those  who  emploj/- 
ed  twenty,  now  employ  one  or  none  at  all.  They  caii« 
not,  as  they  have  no  vent  for  their  goods  ;  food  now 
bearing  so  high  «  price,  that  the  generality  of  people 
are  hardly  able  to  buy  any  thing  else. 

S.  But,  to  descend  from  generals  to  particulars,  wfey 
is  bread-corn  so  dear? 

Because  such  immense  quantities  of  it  are  continu* 
ally  consumed  by  distilling.  Indeed  an  eminent  dis» 
tiller  near  Lr/udon,  hearing  this,  warmly  replied,  Nay 
my  partner  and  I  generally  distil  but  a  thousand  (par^ 
ters  of  corn  a-week."  Perhaps  so  :  suppose  five  and 
twenty  distillers,  in  and  near  the  town,  consume  each 
only  the  same  quantity  :  here  are  five  and  twenty  thou- 
sand quarters  a-year,  consumed  in  and  about  London  ! 
i!idd  the  distilleries  throughout  England  ;  and  have  we  ' 
not  reason  to  believe,  that  half  of  the  wheat  produced 
in  the  kingdom,  is  every  year  consumed,  not  by  so 
harmless  a  way  as  throwing  it  into  the  sea,  but  by  con- 
verting it  into  deadly  poison  :  poison  that  naturally 
destroys,  not  only  the  strength,  health,  and  life,  put 
also  the.  morals  of  our  countrymen  ! 

Well,  but  this  brings  in  a  very  large  revenue  to 
the  King/*  Is  this  an  equivalent  for  the  lives  of  his 
subjects?  Would  his  Majesty  sell  an  hundred  thou- 
sand of  his  subjects  yearl}^  to  Algiers,  for  ten  hundred 
thousand  pounds  ?  Surely  no.  Will  he  then  sell  them 
for  that  sum,  to  be  butchered  by  theif  own  country- 
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men  P  "  Bui  otkari?is«  th»  swina  for  lh«  nary  eannot 
be  fed."  Not  unless  they  are  fed  with  human  flesh 4 
Not  unless  they  are  fatted  with  human  blood  !  O  tell 
it  not  in  Constantinople  I  that  the  British  raise  the  roy- 
al rerenue  bj  telling  th«  flesh  and  blood  of  their  coun- 
try men.  /  ^ 
Surely  this  it  etidence  sufficient  for  the  establish- 
ment of  Temperance  Societies^  which  at  present  pro> 
i^ise  to  do  to  eaucli  (ood^ 

4.  But  wky  are  eet9  to  dear  ? 

Bccaute  there  al«e  four  times  the  horses  kept  (to 
epeftk  within  compass)  fof  coaches  and  chaises  in  paf- 
ticuW,  thai  were  tome  years  ago.  Unless  therefore 
iStur  timet  tke  oM  grow  now  whicti  grew  then,  they 
cannot  be  at  the  tame  price.  If  only  twice  as  much 
is  BOW  produced  f which  perhaps  it  near  the  truth)  the 
price  will  nttnridly  be  double  to  what  it  was. 

To  the  ndiiotti  Com  Bill  may  be  attributed  our  pre- 
sent dearth  ef  prerisionsi  and  What  is  still  worse,  that 
want  of  hit<»^M»ge  of  property  which  might  go  on,  as 
other  cou«trie§  will  aet  receive  our  produce  becaust 
we  will  abt  accept  ef  tbeifs. 

As  the  jitai Meet  of  grtin  of  one  kiad  will  naturally 
r^se  the  pri^  ^  aaotliei,  so  whatever  causet  the 
dearaete  ef  wheal  «n4  oais^  must  ratte  the  price  of 
barley  teo.  To  eceouni  therefore  far  the  dearness  of 
this,  we  seed  only  remember  what  lias  been  observed 
above  t  aUk#ugh  lome  particular  causet  may  concur  | 
in  proauciaf  mt  mm  effect. 

5.  Why  are  mutton  and  beef  so  dear  ? 
Because  most  of  the  considerable  farmers,  particu* 

larly  in  the  northern  counties,  who  used^to  breed  large 
liumbert  of  theep  or  horned  cattle,  and  frequently 
bothy  no  longer  trouble  themselves  with  either  sheep, 
«)r  pows,  or  oxen,  as  they  caa  turn  their  land  to  far 
fettle  aeceant  by  breeding  horses  alorie^  Such  is  lUe 


%  . 

dotnanil,  not  only  for  coach  and  cliaite  horses,  wMeh 
are  bought  and  destroyed  in  incredible  numbers  ;  but 
much  more  for  bred  horses,  which  are  }  early  export- 
ed by  hundreds,  yea  thousands,  to  France. 

6*  But  why  are  pork,  poultry,  and  eggs  so  dear  ? 

Because  of  the  monopolizing  of  farms,  as  mischiev- 
ous a  monopoly  as  w«.s  ever  yet  introduced  into  these 
kingdoms.  The  land  which  was  formerly  divided  a- 
mong  ten  or  twenty  little  farmers,  and  enabled  thera 
comfortably  to  provide  for  their  families^  is  now  gene- 
rally ingrossed  by  ont  great  farmer.  One  man  farms 
•n  fstate  of  a  thousand  a-year,  which  formerly  main- 
tained ten  or  twenty.  Every  one  of  those  little  farm- 
ers kept  a  few  swine,  with  some  qn^ihtity  of  poultry  ; 
and  having  little  money,  was  glad;|c)  send  his  bacon, 
or  pork,  or  fowls  and  eggs,  t o  ;|ipi|i:rkel  continciall}^ 
Hence  the  markets  were  pTentifi^^i/ served  ;  and  plen- 
ty preatcd  cheapness.  But  at  present,  the  great,  the 
gentlemen  farmers,  are  above  attending  to  those  little 
things.  They  breed  no  poultrj'  or  swine,  unless  for 
their  own  use:  consequently  they  send  none  to  mar- 
ket. Hence  it  is  not  strange,  if  two  or  three  of  these 
living  near  a  markel*town,  occasion  such  a  scarcity  of 
these  thingt,  by-^  preventing  the  former  supply,  that 
the  price  of  them  will  be  double  or  treble  to  what  it 
iras  before.  Hence  (to  instance  in  a  small  article)  in 
ihe  sane  town,  where,  within  ray  memory,  eggs  were 
Bold  eight  or  ten  a  penny,  they  are  new  sold  frcni 
ei|ht  pence  to  a  shilling  a  dozen. 

Aaolher  cause  why  both  beef»  mutton,  pork,  and 
ill  kinds  of  victuals,  are  so  doar^  is  luxury.  What 
can  stand  agaioat  this  ?  Will  it  not  waste  and  destroy 
all  that  nature  and  art  can  produce  ?  If  a  person  of 
qualify  will  boil  down  three  dozen  of  neats  tongues, 
to  make  two  or  three  qoarts  cf  soup,  and  so  propor- 
^•aaUy  in  other  things,  what  wonder  if  prori^ioos 
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fail  ?  Only  look  into  the  kitchens  of  the  great,  the  no 
bility  and  gentry  alnicst  without  exception,  (consider- 
ing  withal  that  "  the  toe  of  the  peasant  treads  on  the 
heel  of  the  courtier,' )  and  when  you  have  observed 
the  amazing  waste  which  is  made  there,  you  will  no 
longer  wonder  at  the  scarcity,  and  consequently  dear, 
ness  of  the  things  which  they  use  so  much  art  to  de. 
iftroy. 

7.  Bat  why  is  land  so  dear  ? 

Because  on  all  these  accounts,  gentlemen  cannot 
live  as  they  have  been  accustomed  to  do,  without  in- 
creasing their  income  :  which  most  of  them  cannot  do 
but  by  raising  their  rents.  And  the  farmer  paving 
higher  rent  for  his  land,  must  have  a  higher  price 
the  produce  of  it.  This  again  tends  to  raise  the  pri 
of  land  ;  and  so  the  wheel  goes  round, 

8.  But  why  is  it,  that  not  only  provi/ions  and  jE^j 
bu*"  well  nigh  every  thing  else  is  so  clenr  ? 

Because  of  the  enormous  taxes  whicli  nre  la  tl 
almost  every  thing  that  can  be  named.  Not  only 
bundant  taxes  are  raised,  from  e  arthy  firej  and  wai 
but  in  England  the  ingenious  statesmen  have  founi 
way  to  tax  the  very  light !  Only  one  elemenr  rernai 
and  surely  some  man  of  honour  will  ere  long  cont 
\q  tax  this  also  ;  for  how  long  will  the  saucy  air  b 
in  the  face  of  a  gentleman,  n^iy  a  lord,  without  pay 
for  it? 

9.  But  why  iare  the  taxes  so  hii^h  ? 
Because  <)f  the  national  debt.    They  must  be  wh] 

this  bontinues,    I  havq  heard  that  the  national 
pencCj,  in  time  of  peace,  wa«,  about  a  hundred  yei 
ago,  three  millions  a-year.    Now,  the  bare  interest; 
the  public  debt  amounts  to  about  thirty  millions  ! 
raise  which,  with  the  other  expences  of  governmei 
those  taxes  are  absolutely  necessary. 

Here  is  iheevil^but  where  is  the  remedy  ?  Perhajn 
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^fceeds  all  the  wisdorn  of  man  to  tell.  But  it  ms^ 
lp!be  amiss  to  offer  a  few  hints  on  this  delicate  sub- 
let. 

I  1.  What  remedy  is  there  for  this  sore  evil  ?  Many 
liousand  people  are  starving  ! 

*  Find  therft  work,  and  you  will  find  them  meat.  They 
then  earn  and  eat  their  own  breacK 
2.  Bat  how  shall  their  masters  give  them  work 
ithout  ruining  themselves  ? 

Procure  vent  for  it,  and  it  will  not  hwrt  their  mas- 
i?rs  to  give  them  as  much  work  as  th^y  can  do.  And 
ilia  u  ill  be  done  by  sinking  the  provisidns  :  for  then 
eople  will  have  money  to  buy  other  things  too. 
,  3.  But  how  can  the  price  of  vvluat  be  reduced  ? 

6y  prohibiting,  for  evjr.  that  bane  of  health,  that 
estroyer  of  strength,  of  lile,  and  of  virtue,  distilling, 
'erhapa  this  alone  will  answer  the  whole  design.  If 
j]ny  thing  more  be  needful,  may  not  all  starch  be 
iiade  of  lice  P  and  the  importation  of  this,  as  well  as 
'heat,  be  encouraged  ? 
4.  How  can  the  price  of  oats  be  reduced  ? 
By  reducing  the  number  of  horses.    And  may  not 
bis  be  effectually  done,  1.  By  laying  a  tax  of  ten 
j  ountls  on  every  horse  exported  to  Frahce ;  2*  By 
bying  an  additional  tax  on  gentl^mens  carriages  ;  not 
||o  much  for  every  wheel,  (barefaced  shameless  parti- 
|iity,)  but  ten  pounds  yearly  for  every  bor&e?  And 
hese  two  taxes  alone  would  liearly  ^pply  as  much  as 
\i  now  givto  for  leave  to  pokiyn  his  Majesty  s  liege 
jtilbjects. 

i  5.  Ho\^  can  the  prioe^  bf  beef  knd  mutten  be  redu- 
;ed? 

<  By  increasing  the  breed  of  sheep  and  horned  cattle 
|4nd  tkis  would  be  increased  sevenfold,  if  the  price  of 
Imrses  was  reduced ;  which  it  surely  would  be  half  in 
iftlf,  by  the  method  above  mentioned. 


'  6*  Haw  can  tiie  price  of  pWk  and  poultry  be 
ducccl  ? 

First,  By  letting  bo  farms  of  above  an  hund 
pounds  a-year. 

Secondly,  By  repressing  luxury,  either  by  example, 
by  laws,  or  both« 

7.  How  may  the  price  of  land  be  reduced. 

,  By  ail  the  methods  above  named,  all  which  tend  to 
lessen  the  expence  of  house- k eeping ;  but  especially 
the  last,  restraining  luxury,  which  is  the  grand  source 
of  poverty. 

8.  How  may  the  taxes  be  reduced  ? 

By  discf  arging  half  the  national  debt,  and  so  saving 
at  least  fifteea  millions  a-year.  '  ^ 

How  this  can  be  done,  the  wisdom  of  the  greJ 
council  of  the  land  can  best  determine.  1 


INTELLIGENCE  EXTRAORDINARY. 

IT  is  reported  the  whole  body  of  Sextons,  or  Grave 
Diggers,  throughout  the  kingdom  are  preparing  a  pt.i 
tition  to  Parliament,  praying  that  Temperance  Socig^ 
ties  may  be  put  down,  as  any  restriction  laid  upon  t^ 
distilling  ef  spirits  would  be  the  ulter  ruin  of  the! 
and  their  families  !  three  parts  in  four  of  those  thi 
come  to  their  warehouses;  being  obliged  te  the  df» 
tillery  for  their  passports  thither ;  not  to  mentioB,  tluH 
the  more  they  bury,  the  fewer  there  will  remaiaCf 
eat ;  and  of  course,  tbat  the  frea  toleration  and  licenn 
of  makingi  TC^nding,  and  distributmg  strong  liquofl 
in  every  part  of  Great  Britain,  is  the  onljr  reme^jl 
that  can  possibly  render  provisions  cheap.  j 
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